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_ PRINCIPLES OF MILITARY DUTY.

The official report of the debate that was had in
the SBenate on Monday last, the 20th instant, on the
, bill regulating the performance of military duty, is
80 interesting fur the faots it elicited and the prin-
oiples involved in the discussion that we briefly
advert te some of its sulient points for the infor-
mation of our readers.

The official report of the Covgressional de-
bates is so voluminous, and the daily abstract of
those debates is neccasarily so imperfect and
meagre, that we are sure we shall consult the best
interest of ull intelligent inquirers by briefly ro:
oapitulating the heads of the discussion on that
day. ¢

It appears, then, from the statements made by
Mr. Wilson, the chairman of the Military Commit-
teo in the Senate, and the organ of communication
between the Senate and the War Department, that
under the existing regulations for recruiting the
army the latter is receiving about one hundred
men per week. The reason why so few eclist was
stated by Mr. Wilson in the following terms :

“Bir, X thiok it is wrong in the Senate of -the United
Btates, or in the Congress of the United Btates, to wpeak
of brave men in the service ol the ceuntry as ‘ mercen-
aries’ because they have taken of their Etate Governments,
of their localities, and of the National Government, boun-
ties offered them to go into the serviee of their country.
1o the first place they ought to have had s bounty, All
kinds of labor sre now exceedingly high; the oost of liv-
lnt‘t in“l:}r . These men who are fightiog our batties have
Jelt families behind them as dear to them as our families
are to us. They leave them at bome and go and peril
their lives for the ocuniry; perhaps come back ma
sod wounded. The mau who takes a bounty and uses
the money ns & man ought to do, to support, proteot, sod
educate his tamily; that mau, who bares his bosom to
rebel ateel, is just as much a patriot as the man who vol-
unteered for & less sum, It toll to me, inthe present
eondition of the country, that we are expeoted to psy more
for men, snd ought to pay more, than we did in the early
days of the war.”

It will be seen that these remarks proceed on
the assumption that military service, like every
other service performed under free Governments,
is founded on contract. It is of the essence of
“involuntary servitude” that service should be
exaoted by the party receiving it without the con-
tract or assent of the party rendering it, and such
servitude is forbidden by the laws of free States
except in punishment of crime.

It is commonly held, however, as we intimated
on Saturday last, that military service is an excep-
tion to this general law, and that that species of
service may be consistently made involuntary
whenever the State pleases to exaot it of the sub-
jeot. We have never been able to construct to our
mind a satisfactory theory in support of this doe-
trine, if we start from the assumption that invo-
luntary servitudeis inconsistent with human rights
in the figure of society. And we have never been
able to perceive by what law of reason or rule of
natural justice it was held that the State had the
right to take ils subjects, without their consent,
for the purpose of making soldiers of them in time
of war, unless it cqually has the right to provide
itself with army officers, army surgeons, munitions
of war, &o., without the conseat of the parties
from whom it imay choose to exact such service.
That is, if the law of contract, as the measure and
guardian of personal freedom, applies in the case
of all other professions and pursuits under free
Governments, why should it not apply to privato
soldiers as well as to officers and army contractors ?
Is it just to abrogate this law with regard to a sin-
gle class of persons in the community, while it
observance towards all others is held to be the part
of justice and tho pledge of personsal liberty?
‘Why should the relations of supply and domand,
which regulate the price of every other service in
the State, be subveried in the single case of pri-
vate soldiers! And do we not find in the con-
siderations suggested by these interrogatories a
sufficient explanatiou of the instinotive preference
given byall free peoples to voluntecring as a means
of filling up their armies !

1f it be within the just prerogatives of Govern-
ment to demand military service io the ranks from
all its subjects of suitable age and strength, with-

'« out their consent or eontract ; and if it be the duty
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of all such subjects to render that service without
regard to their individual interests or wishes, then
it logically follows, as was indecd contended by
Mr. MeDovGaLL, in the course of the debate to
which we refer, that * the true rule for asserting
the right on the part of the Government and ec-
forcing the duty as against the vitizen is to place
them upon the exaoct same footing.” In this view
he held the following language in support of his
amendment, which proposed that ‘from and after
ten days from the passage of this sot substitutes
shall not be allowed in the place of parsons subject
to draft and regularly drafted in the service of the

United States:”

* For this reason I am opposed to the eommutation;
for this reason I am opposed to substitutes ; for this reason
1 am opposed to bountics. Let all men be equal before
the law. That in & Inr term, and has received 1he
sanction of men eminent in the use of language and in their
bumanitarian philosopby. Let all men be equsl before
the Inw ; and sa they are all cqoal before the law, lot them
all obq!ﬂu law ; let them all, in obedrencs to law, wain-
tain the Government which and maintains the law.
Thin whole system in wroog from ite beginnirg. I bave
always been opposed to if, snd X enter my opposition now
{o this movement. 1 stand by the bill extinguishing the
ecommutation elause, with this difierence, that I would eay,
and 1 shall move, that thete shall be no substituter here-
after. Lat him who is bound to servies and isdrafled for
servies serve, wilhout distinetion of men, and let them all

_. be equal before the law."

This is undoubtedly nothing more than a logical
application of the maxim which teaches that all
men owe military service to their lawful Govern-
anent in suoch a sense that the Govermment may
fawfully emancipate itself from the duty of making
that service dependent on their voluntary consent
and contraet,

But that this maxim has its limitations was, we
think, clearly shown by Mr. Wirsox, when, in op-
position to the amendment, he spoke as follows :

“'We have got the intereats of the country to take
oars of s well ns well an the military interests, We mast
get the movey to carry on the war, and it 1n just ns neces-
sary Lo have money to earry on this war as to have Lo
men. Wae have got to watch and nurse and take oare of
the sgricultural, manufscturing, meohanical, and commar-
winl iniereats of the eountry. We have got to look to the

" sondition aud interests of the whole sountry in passing

thess acts for isising woney snd meo.  Sir, sfter this oa-
e g F one twillion sight endred Ahousand

into wer by no nation in Christendom du
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. with the Presidert, while the Intter was at the front,

to goto the people and sy 8o thew, ' You shall be
h:ﬂ.-mm)miui you shall not get & sub-

received but
#ix votes in its favor, and yet, a8 we have said, it
was nothing but the logical and symmetrical appli-
oation of the dootrine which lies at the basis of
all covseription laws—the deetrine that the Goy-
ernment bss & right to exact military service in
contempt of the law of contract, securing  the en-
Jjoymeut of personal freedom, und of the law of de-
mand snd supply, regulating the price of such ser-
vice. And to this extent the Benate declared it-
self against the justice of any such views with re-
gard to the prerogatives of Government and the
duty of the subject, so dificult is it in & eommu-
nity like ours to domesticate s theory which be-
longs properly only to Governments in which the
Goverpment is every thiug and the individual sub-
jeet nothing.

During the course of the disoussion Mr. Wilson
said that “fully one-third at least of Gen. Grant’s
srmy, that has wade marches and fought battles
uoparalleled in this century any where, has gone
ialo the service during the last eight months” by
voluntary enlistment. Some of them sre men who
received the bounty of $300 or 8400 from the Gen-
eral Government, $825 from States, and more from
the towns, makiog in some cases $500 or $900.
That is, this is the rate of remuneration which,
‘oombined with their monthly stipend, was found
to be the price of soldiers according to the law of
supply and demand. Now, conscription laws pro-
ceed on the principle that this rule of political
economy is to be disregarded in the interest of
 the Government, and at the expense of the private
soldicr, who shall be compelled to serve without
contract, and at a price below the value of his ser-
vices. This is the mesning and this is the effeot
of ull such statutes, and hence the reluctance with
which they are evacted by the Legislatures of all
Governments founded on the principles of liberty
and jostice. |

The proceedings of our Congress, in the recoil
they perpetually betray from the maxims of com-
pulsory military service, are a tribute to this natu-
ral and ‘universal sentiment. It is felt that the
“laborer is worthy of his hire” in the army as well
as out of the army.

GEN. GRANT'S ARMY—ITS FULL AND EFFI-
: CIENT CONDITION.

The report which the PRESIDENT makes of the
Army of the Potomac, on his return from his visit
to Gen. Grant’s headquarters, is very satisfactory,
and re-assuring for all who may have felt uneasy
on that soore, after the exhaustive battles which
he has been fighting, almost without intermission,
during the last forty days—almost indeed from the
day he crossed the Rapid-Ann—and proves that
the War Department has, as the Secretary stated
two cr three weeks ago, exerted iteelf most com-
m>odably in forwarding reinforcements to Gen.
Grant, which, it is said, have amounted to not
less than sixty thousand men. The information,
however, to which we allude, as having been
brought by the President from the army, is fourd
in the Republican of Friday evening, on announc-
ing the President’s rcturn to Washiogton, and,
comivg from that paper, may be deemed authentic.
It is an follows:

Fros THE FrRONT —We learn a faet with regard to
the situstion which must be gratifying to every loysl eiti-
zen to koew. It ie, that Gen. Graot, in all bis interviews

never complained that he did not have men and supplics
enough. He never Linted that he wauted another man or
asingle thing more than he now possessee. The army is
in & perfect condition, and in excellent bealth and spirite.

THE FEDERAL PRINCIPLE IN BRITISH NORTH
AMERICA.

It seems that the esils which are foued to attend,
or at least the misfortunes which are scen to have
overtaken the practical working of the “ federative
principle” in the United States, are not enough
to deter others from the imitation of our exawple.
The recent erisis in Canada polities, which iuvolyved
the assent of the Governor Genersl to a dissolution
of Parliament and a new election, has brought out
a plan of reorganization found-d «n this basis.
Tae plan proposes the confedsration of all the pre.
vioces of British North Ameriea, embracing Ca-
nuda, Newfoundlsnd, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
Prinoe Kdward Island, and the Northwestern Ter-
ritory, into one system. The prject, it is said,
was the result of a confcrence betwcen leaders of
the Government and the opposition parties. The
Toronto Globe thus defines the new scheme :

“ Acoording to the poliey adopted, the remedy for exist-
ing conrtitutionsl dificuliios in to be fsund n the adostion
of the federal priceiple. A measura aupplying that prin-
eiple to the Canadas is t2 be introduced al the pext sessicn
of Parlinment, with provisions for the admimion of the
Lower Provinoea snd of the Northwest Territory into the
Federation whenever that bacomes practieable npon equit-
sble terms. ‘The appliostion £ the federal prineiple to
the Canadas inso'ves a legiviature sud & goverrment for
the whole Provinee, baving ehargs of matiers common to
the whole ; and the division of the Provines into two or
more rectiovs, with legislatures avd governments having
charge of matters of & looal character. In the upper
oranch of the federal legulature, ihe equality of reprecen
tation is to be preserved, while in the lowse braneh repre.-
sentation by population is to prevail. Efforts are to be
mwade to induce the Lower Provinces to Join the Confed-
eration, but the succens of the sehemen, ne far as Canada s
concerned, is not to bs contingent upon their nssent. In
any event, Parlinment will, st its next secsion, be asked to
carrycut the prineiple as regards this provinee, while those
who n'e bayund the eontrol of the Usnadian Parliament
will be taken in whenever they are willing t> come.”

EVYERY THING ON THIS I&SUE.

The Ricbmond Examiner of the 10lh instant, speaking
of the military concentration around Richmond, eaya:
* This ie the state of the osse, T.hl.‘ ATE B0 .rr“'gd
that utter ruin or eomplete viotory will ba the issue of the
struggle begun in the peighborhood of Richmosd. There
is wo retreat for either.” It urges the rebels to e every
exertion to sceure viotory as Lhe salvation of the Southern
onues, but seemn to rely more upon the losses of the
Usion srmy, which it places at 060,000 before Stothylur
nia alooe, than upon any ivherent strength of the rebels.
Our Guvernmeut seeme awske to the full importanes of
the present erisin, nnd will undoubtedly keep Grant's army
up toite full strength.— Ledger.

DEATH OF MIS8 PICKENS A HOAX.

A short time sines an aceount of o henrtronding soene
at & wedding in Obarleston wns going Lhe rounds of the
press. It was noserted that a danghter of Governor Pick-
eon wae Kiled by & ahell from (be blockade flset at the
marringe altar. Tt turns out that the whole story waa a
honx.

A MAP rhowing the advatios of Gun, Grant's army from
the Rapid-Ann, through ﬁplhz’lvm. Court House, the
renn,

Wilderness, Bowling G old Harbor, thonse to
Jnwes River, &o., together with the principal batile ficlds
sud fortifications, has been drawn from ofeinl documents

nod published by J. Distarnoil; Noi 330 Broadway, As-
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‘THE THEORY OF MILITARY CONSCRIPTION.
It is knows o our readers that the modern sys-
tem of military comscription, as & means of raising
‘armics, dates from the French Revolution, snd
was invented by the authors of that great socisl
convulsion for the purpose of promoting their an-
| archic and ambitious projeots. It proceeded on the
assumption that every msn owed military servioe
to the French Goveroment from the fuot of his
birth in Fraoce, and from this premise the revolu-
tionary doctrinaires jumped to the illogical eon-
olusion that it was right and proper to sweep every
able-bodied Frenchman, of suitable age, into the
rapks of the Frenoch srmy, by the summary and
arbitrary process of conscription. They first re-

provided s weans by which the Goveroment might
clsim, from as many as should be drafted, the
payment of that debt.

We need not say that, regarded in the light of
political morality and private right, the premise of
the French dootrinaires is not axiomatic sud their
inference is illogical. Men are not made for Gov-
ernments, but Governments for men, and there is
no ethical or polizical reason that we can perceive
why the dufy of military service should be made
to differ in its conditions from any other kind of
service rendered to the Government. The reader
will of course understand th.t these observations
relate to the fundamental grounds of the theory on
which all conseription laws are based, and that in
this view they are addressed to the inquiry
that may be raised respecting the legislative
power of a Government, and are not directed to the

uscertainment of the citizen’s duty under conserip- |

tion laws after they may have been enacted. Un-
wise or impolitic laws, until repealed or judicially
declared void, are as much eniitled to be obeyed
by the subject and enforced by the Kxecutive as
laws of the most obvious propriety and rightful-
ness.

Upon the general relations of the question of
wilitary conseription we presume none will dispute
the justice of the fullowing observations of the
New York Commercial Advertiser :

“It is supposed by msoy that a conseription without
any cummutation will more jostly equalize the bardens of
the war. This view we bold to be an error. Meu are not
equally adupted to the m litary service, nor equally desir-
ous to enter it. :

“ 1'o some men a military life opens to them th:t path
of glory aud position which satiefies their ambitions; men
otherwise coostituted do not care for any honors which the
carear of a soldier can offer them.

“1t is desirable to have soldiers, and if men do not en-
ter the ranks of the unz:olenhri!, at the pressot rats of
remuneration sod bounties, we must increase the remune-
ration and the bounties uotil they reaeh a point at which
men will eoter the raoks.

“The occupation of the soldier, like every othsr em-
ployment, must be rewarded in accordance with the
oature of tbe service reudered and the danger incurred by
the person rendeging it. Part of this remuneration con-
wiets in glory, the rest must be wsade up by movey. We
have a number of guopowder manufactories in the country,
aud for military purposes it is as important to have work
men in this ooccupstion &y to have men to ehoulder the
musket, Although the business of making guopowder is
econneated with a great desl of danger, we do uet obtain
the employéas :{I conscription. We bid high encugh to
find men who will volunteer to enter the works, and expove
themselves for a certa:n consideration to sl the dangers
incident to this oscupation

“The same rule bolds true in regard to our hospitsl
service. Physicians volunteer for the position; they sre
vot dra‘ted for it; and duriog the past winter the rate of
mortality among physicians in gome of our hospitals bas
surpreacd that oecasioned by the chancss of war

*Therefore, on every just principls of the division of
employment, apd even upon the ground of equsl jusiice,
the rystem of volunteering, as & meaus of filling the ranks
of the s my, is infinitely superior to aoy copseniption, By
the former method we get men who are sdapted by phyei-
oal orgsuigation and tastea for the life of & soldier. JIu
sdupting the latter courss, we fill the army wiih men who
are io every way unfitied for the life which they have been
forced to adopt.” .

FREMONT MEETING IN NEW YURK.

A meeting for the purpose of ratifyiog the nomination of
the Cleveland Convention for Presidaut nnd V.ce Presideut
of the United Btates was held st Cooper Institute, New
York, on Monday eveniog. and was aitended by a large and
enthusisstic sudience. On the platform were Mr, Edward
Gibert, Hon. John Cochrane, Dr. Orestes Brownson, of
New Jersey, the Hon. M. C, Claiboroe, of Miesouri, Col
Zagony, of Geo. Fremoot's stafl, Mr, Kirkland, Col, Free-
man, and other distinguished gentlemen. Mr. Edward
Gilbert prenided.

A wserica of resolutione were sdopted endorsing the
sction of the Clevelssd Coovention, protesting againet
atbi rary arresis aod the suppression of the right of
habeas corpus; declsring that slavery is abolished sod
must never be revived ; that the power of recouetiuction
of the Union is in the psople and not in the Executive ; and
that the rebellion must be suppressed and the Union pre-
verved.

The chniiman then introdueed Dr. Orestes O Brown-
son, who eomwenced by devouncing the present Adminis-
tration and declsriog that ke would rather vote for Vallan-
digham 1han for Livcoln, on the principle that of two evils
you should choose the least. He declared that no ove wished
for the re-«lection of Mr Lineoln except the shoddy con-
tractors. Mr, Linooln, he sail, was 1,0t an antislavery
may, but guite the contrary. He had done all be eculd to
prévent emancipation, and b proclamation, given under

olitical pressure, was so worded that no sluve could avsil
Eimoell' of it. The spesker ssid he was for the salvation
of the Usion, and be boped that if they thought Gen. G
B. McClellan or any other individnal coul | save the Union
belter than Fremont that they would el=ot him to fill the
Presidential obair. Dr. Brownsin was fullowed by Lhe
Hon, J. C. Claivorne, Hon. Jobn Cochrave, and olher
eloquent speakers. Col. Zagony read a despatoh deseribing
the result of the late ratifiestion mwecting in Bt. Lowus,
which he deolared was a suce=ss beyond all precedent.
[Jeurnal of Commerce.

PAY OF ARMY OFFICERS,

At Lhe risk of being thought to meddle in & matter that
does not comeern us, we would ack if it is not proper and
Just for Congress, before adjourning, to provide a moderate
inereass of pay to all «ficers of the army in the ficld under
the rank of Msjor Generals? The interests of (he privats
soldier have been well oared for m the way of bounties
and enlarged pay, nnd be is fod at the cost of the Govern-
meut. No so with the general offioer, whose personal
expenses in the field and those of hia family st home are
nearly if not quite doubled, while his pay, never desmed
extravagant, remaios as it was. Doss it not then seem
incumbent upon Congress to manifest some sppresiation
of the serviees of'men at a period when the ordinary avooa
tions of life prove so remunerstive? To inerease racan
ably the pay of officers will prove a trifling expenditure
compnared with that involved in the gratuities of the sol-
dier. Tn it just that these defenders of our country should
hezard the'r lives, yoar alter year, for the common good,
and only receive a mere pittanee compared with what in
paid &Il over the counbiy for civil wervices unattended
with daoger? We think not, aud we are coufident if
Coogress would incrense the pay of the offieers of the
army proportioned to their necesssrily inoreassd expenses
the country would approve the aet.

ATTEMPTED ESCAPE OF CONSCRIPTS.

On Thuredny mlnt the steamship Constitution, of
New York, arrived hero, bringing op eight wen taken from
a achoonor off Lower Cedar Point, whioh bad pioked th.m
up. They proved to be of a party of conscripts and de-
serters who were ewbarked on Thareday at Alexandrin, on
the ateamer Delaware, for the Arwy of the Potomne, and
while guing down the river hitees of them jamped over-
board, snd endoavored to make their escaps by gotting on
the achoouer. The remnining seven are supposed 10 have
been drowned.

Avorise MiLmrary DUTY.—The President of ons of
the Loyal Lesgues 10 New Jereoy, liable to militney duty
sa auoh drafted under the law of Congresa, from

sisted by thin map, the plan of the oam
may be ensily neen.—New York Jour, of a" hr'_lﬂt'iu

wii sovin After he was drafted. e is now supposed to
be ia Toronto, Caunda. - "

solved that military servics was a debt, and then |

CHARGES OF CORRUPTION.

Mr THURLOW WEED publishes in the Albany Jouroal
& long communiestion, reitersting certsin oharges of eor-
rupt practices previously wade sgalnst Mr. Greeley of the
/Tribute, Mr. Henderson sod Dr., Alex, Wilder of the
Eveuivg Post, Ex-Mayor Opdyke, David Dudley Fie'd,
sod other goutiemen of New York. The sprcifie churge
Agaiost Mr. Grevley is thet be has used his position o ob-
t8in appointments for fri-nde, upon whose saliries he has
received a per contage. Mr. Greel y solewnly denies the
scousslion, The charge sgainst Mr. Opdyke is to the
effect that be has speculsted upou (he necessitios of the
Governwent, and has sold upon shares cer'sin offices the
beaiowal of which he was able to ecnirol. Mr. Opdyke
dvelares Lhe charges to be unfounded in whole and in part,
tod avows u determination to' appeal to 1hs laws for re-
dress. The charge sgeinat Mr Headerson is, that, sa
Navy Ageut, he hed “outside busivess efnnexions” of s
questivnable charsoter, was io the habit of operating with
contractors, snd used Government property for his own
prréonal benefit. The charge sgainst Dr. Wilder is, that,
a8 Albavy correspondent of the Eveoiug Posf, be smployed
the infl ience of that paper to *put woney in bis puree”
sod “ favor the editors.” These charges arc said by the
Fost to be ustrue. Mr. Field is charged with having dis-
bovorably eceived two bundred thousand dollars in the
“dustribution of Mariposa spoils,” taking edvantage of bis
position as Gen. Fremont's counsel snd also of the neces
sities cf the lat'er, when his Mariposs estste was about to
be sold, to exect thut enormous fee. Mr. Field replies
that he did nut receive two hundred thoussnd dollars, but

which was one bundred dollars a share, but which he
could have bought for tweuty-five dollars & share,
[ Newark Daily Advertiser.

FROM EUROPE.

—

The stesmer City of London, which left Liverpool on
the 15th ipatant and Queenstown en the 16th, has arrived
at New York.

THE ALABAMA AT CHERBOURG,

The rebel privateer Alatams arrived at Cherbourg,
Fraoce, on the 11th of June, and was admitted to free
protigue. Bhe landed forty prironers, the orews of two
Federsl merchantmen whioh she had captured snd de-
stroyed, ‘The nawmes of theze vessels are not given. The
Alsbsma requires exiensive repairs, and she is to be per-
mitted to make them in dook at Cherbourg.

NEW ORDERS CONCERNING CRUISERS.

Fresh iustructious from the British Government have
been sent to the Governors of British colonies respecting
the treatment of prizes eaptured by Federal or Confederate
cruisers, if brought into British waters, The new rules
are as fullows :

“1. If any prize captured h;: ship of war of either of
the bell:)gerent Powers whall brought by the captors
within ber Msj=aty's jurisdiction, notice shall be given by
the Goveinor to the eaptors immediately to depart aud
remove such prize.

“2 A vessol which shell have been actually and bona
fide converted into nud used as a public vessel of war shail
oot be desmed to be & prizs within the meamug of these
rules,

“ 3. If any prize shall be brcught within her Mejesty's
Jjurisdiction through mere stress of weather, or other ex-
treme ard unaveidable pecessity, the Guvernor may sllow
fur her removal such time as he may coosider to be neces-

Y- 0

“4, If apy prize shall rol be removed at the time pre-
ecribed to the captors by the Governor, the Governor may
dotain such prize until ber Majesty's plessure shall be
wade known. ol
5 Ifany prize shall bave beeu eaptured by sy violation
of the territory or territorisl waters of ber Majesty, the
Governor may detain such prize unlil ber Majesty’s pl-ns-
ure sball be made known.

* Her Ha{.-u‘n Government have not thought it neces-
sary to meke sny sddition to the inatructiovs slresdy
given with reepect to caigues, viz: That her Majesty's
orders apply as much to prizs cargoes of every kind which
may be zroughn by any armed ships or privateers of either
beliigerent into Briush walers, as to tha csptured vessels
thewselves. Toey do not, however, apply Lo sny articles
which may have formed partol any such cargoes f b ought
within Britieh jurisdietion, not by armed ships or prive-
teers of either belligerent, but by otber persous who may
have acquired or way cisim property in them by reasun
of any dealings wilh the captors.

“I'bese rules are for the guidsnoe of the executive autbo-
rity, snd are not iutended to juterfors in any way with the
process of any eourt of justice,”

THE DANISH QUESTION.

The Danish Conferenee in London makes no beadway.
Lord Palmerston, in reply to s question in the House of
Commous, said be bad uo resson to believe that the deci-
sion whieh bud been come to by the Conference fur pro
longing the srwintios should be floal. At the clwe of the
peried to which the srmistice had been extended it would
be opea for the Corferencs to prolung the srmistics or not,
sceording 1o then exieting circumstauces.

MILITARY INTEKFERENCE WITH ELECTIONS,

The following correspoudence appears in a late numb ¢
of the Memphis Argus:

Mempnis, (Texy.) Juse 12, 1864,
Mej. Gen C. C. Washburne
BIR: 1t s circulsted ujon the streets, to my prejudics
&+ eandioate for mayor, by aep rants and thoir foiends for
the eawe o ffi-¢, 1hat, in the event I sbhould be reclected,
the military would take charge of the municipsl depart-
ment of Mewphis. Tois by some is believed, and to my
great dijury. To ssiisfly my friends Iwould be plessed
to know il any such int:ntion is entertaioed by yon
Most renpectfully, JoHx PARK.

HeapquanTeks Districr oF WesT TeNNesser,
Mrmrmin, (Tess. ) JUSk 18, 1864,
Jokn Park. Esq . Mayor of Memphis.

Sir: Your ictter of this dabe is at this moment ro-
osived, in which you inquire it it is the * intention of the
wilitary suthirties to take charge of the municipal de-
yartment of Mewphis in case you nre re-eleeted Mayor.”

I answer, unhesitatingly, that sueh is the * inteat:oo.”
The disloyul etarncier 01 the present eity govercment, as
well ax its witer inefioieney in the mansgement of ety
affairs, compel me to this deciaration. I hope that the
citizens of Memphie, by electing & ticket friendly to the
Govervm vt of the United States, wili relieve me from
the duty of interfering ; but of this [ em determined, that,
while I command hare, there shall be no bostile muniei-
ps! government within my juriediction.

I find thst, on the 2d day of July, 1861, you delivered
your juaugursl messnge nn Mayor of Memphis. 1 reoall
the followi g extraet from it vs:

“For yeirs n foriical party has been growing in the
North—n purty that declirps for iteelf & higher than the Con
st.tution, cr even the Word of God combining in ita elements
o ublicln:-nl_llliﬂliilorlilm, l‘m-lnveilm,nllai.lm. 'ilhl?.‘l"
o'her abomioalle 'mm that strikes a3 the organization of so-
ciety or the exisience of fres conmitationsl government.

“This favution] party, us you kuow, succesdod, st the lust
Presidentini a'ection, in placiug in the chair of Wua u
Mr. Abe Lincoin, the man who promn' gt d tse irrepres.ible
eonflict docirine—a doetrine so nuterly at war with all the
bent interesta of the Sonth that when its nu hor wus placed in
pouur.ucrau u platform fuly endorsing bia doctrine, and with
evident delarmination apen bis part to enrry out bis doctrive
to the ‘ull extert, there was no slternutive left f or the S8ou:h
but to withdraw from & Union that, ine ead o1 sffording pence
and jrotecton, ns was originaliy contemplsted wasto be nsed
At & means of destroying ail that waas valasble to the South,

“ Hadthe Administration at Washingion fully com end-
wd the state of the country and its dutics, war with all its hor-
rois might bave been avoided But the head of that Admin.
jatration had avowea hia p » of plantiug hisfoot frmly,
and, on assum og the reios of his Government, ssemsd to be
controlled alove by his ‘ higher law’ dootrine. Disregarding
all consuintivonl estraiots, bhe set himeelf up as mititary dic-
tator, whese &ibitrury ra'e was more to be fewred wban that
of apy of the monn of Europs. Aguinst the Administra-
tion of (bis tyrant the south rebellcd. They did right The
Soather: people wonld bave veen nuworthy the name of
f eemen had they sabmicted to Liveoln's Adminisration after
bis purposes were fully developed,'”

Wiile 1 have understood that you have taken the osth
of slleginnoe, it is believed that, nutwithstanding, you bave
pever repented of any of your sins agninst the Government
of the Uniied States  Thia last would be a sufficient rea
son for the interponition of the military authoritic s, but the
disloyal and inefficient charncter of the government of
which you are the head (urnishes ressons that are over-
Respeotfully yours,

C C. WASHBURNE,
Mujor General Commanding.

poweriig.

EARTHQUAKES —On May 19:b, at four o'elock A. M.,
s very beavy shock of eartbquake waa felt at Jaomel,
Hayti. 1t destroyed a great number of houses, On the

| 219t saother shock was folt, which also destroyed p num-
| ber of honses, smeng them the British Coasul's dwelling,
and he was eovered up in the ruios, but was resoucd. On
the 1at instant another slight shock was experienced, but
| no dnwage waa done

| A seoond sttempt wes mnds on Thareday to lsuneh the
| Mouiter Puritan, but fsiled. New ways will have to be
made, and it will ba some two weeks ere another sitempt

' to launch oan be made.

did receive two Lhousand ehares of stock, the par value of | 838

DETAILS OF m.:bnm'r OF GEN. STURGIS.

A envalry officer who participated in the recent expedi-
tion of Gen. Bturgis, which met with roch & dissstrous ter-
wination near Guotown, Missiesippi, contributee the sub-
Juived detuiled- uarrstive of the affsir to the Chicago
Tribuoe ¢

Gen. Sturgis was ordered to strike the live of the Mo-
bile ard Onio railcosd at a point south of Coriath, destroy
the sawe, sud eugrgs any foross of the eney i that vi-
cinity, Tue forces composing this expedition were 4,700
infautry, with sixteen piroes of artillery, in three brigades,
under Cyl MeMillan—3,350 white trovps and 1,350 colur.

Warimg, probably 1200 stroug, with two rifled guos sud
two sections of mountain bowitzers, (attached to 4ch Mis-
souri gavsiry ;) seoond brigade, under Col Wivslow, puta-
bariug 1,600 men, with two rifl«d guns ; 10ty Missiuri ci-
valry nod two rifled guns; 7th Wisconsin light ariillery ;
about two bundred wagons, loaded with supplics und ato-
wunitive, compos~d the train.

The moroiong of the 10tk of Jaoe found this littls army
complets in orgnization, in good spirits, aod uodoubted
efficiency, encsmped together at Stubbs’s planiation, oo
the Riplay road.

At bsli-past five o'clock A. M. Col. Waring's brigade
took the advauce on the Fulton's riad, Winslow’s brigade
fullowing, the iufantry sud traioe marching betind. Two
miles beyoud Hiubba's the arwy erossed s swamp, koown
as the Hatchie river, coverad with wster aud sbounding
in small orecks weandering the road in great diversity.
The artillery and traio was moved into the swa

Wi
out any atbempt being made by pioueering to rendsr the
orossing better, und before all the train hnz made the pas

sago the elearing through which the road run was so bidly
cul up as to render & recrossivg impossible. Two bours'
woik would have sufficed to construct a road upon whieh
the wriillery and truin could have been recrossed with

At 10 o'clock A. M., twenty-thres miles from Ripley,
about eighteen miles from Tupelo, and six milss from Bal-
tillo, at 1he croes roads at Briee's plantation, half & mile
eust of o oreek, passable only by n bridge, aud while the
train was but in part scross the Hatchie swamp, the ad-
nn:; encoun! the enewy, which it immediately en-
&ognd.

At 12 o’clock the second brigade of eavalry moved into
position, balf s mile in advance of the point of intersection
of the Fultoo and Pontotoe road, defending thie position.
‘Ihe engagement had now assumed a general character,
the euemy apparently in great force, pressing with vigor
upon the wiole live, while artillery was hotly engoged.

At 2 o'clock P. M. the enemy bad succeeded in foreing
onr esvalry back a quarter of a mile from its first position,
but the relirement was made in good orier, and the new
line was steadily held. At this period the infantry was
exhausted by a march of five m'les duriug the heat of the
duy ; st as fast n gait as it was possible to move them, ar-
rived and relieved the eavalry, which was ordered by Gen.
Sturg's to full back aoroes the creek.

T'he infantry went into the fight with bravery and deter-
mination, but exbausted by their forced maroh, and out
vumbered and outflauked by their fresher foe. Fresh bat-
teries wei e placed in porition, aud added their thunderas to
the horrid tuwult ‘The dead and wouud-d had been car-
ried to the rear for several hours. Now the ghastly throng
grew more numerous as the tide of battie surged with
greater fierceuess slong the lioe. Btragglers, many of
ithem wouoded, came in puwbers from cur right, and, from
tine spproaching sounds and rebelcheers, it seemed certain
that the rebels had turned that flank

Gen, Bturgis bad arrived upon the field at 1 30 o'clock
P. M., yet at the mowent of which I write numbers of our
tenms were oceupying the bridge of the deep oreek towsrd
the enewy, and being parked in the fisld upon its eastern
bank. AL3 o'clock P. M. the rebels mada a fierce sttack
along the whole live, outflanking our troups to the right sod
left, snd driving them back in disorder.

The 4th Iows cavalry, in the rear of the 2d eavalry bri
gade, had not yet suco-eded in crossing their bhorses over
the crowded bridge, aud, perceiving th r-treat of the in
fautry, they were dismousted snd formed upon the crest
of the bill upon the esstern bank of the creek. Here, with
their earbives, under a deadly fire of musketry and artil e-
ry, they fought for thirty minutes, coveriog the retirement
of their borses, sud saviog the fragments of two in'sutry
regiments threatened with complete anuibilation or cap-
ture by the vietorious rebels.

At 4 o'clock P M that portion of the army not killed.

of the retrestiog column. The negro brigade formed first
west of the ereek snd gave the rebels u check, after which
it fell in with the reosding masses.

Gen. Bturgis pow ordered the 24 oavalry brigade to en
desvor to get ohend of the colucin and stop the retraat,
nud it seeordiogly procecded to otubbe's, two miles west
ol the Hatebie snd ten wiles from Lhe eroes rosde, forme-d
line in frout aod to buth Ranks, effectually stoppiog all ex-
cept the firet brigade, whion had gone on  In the meau
tiwe & remoset of en infaatry brigade had made a stand
four or five miles west of the crock, effsctually stopping
Lthe rebel pureust

About 9 o’ciock P. M. the Halchie swamp was oom-
pletely choked with srtillery, esissone, wugons, ambulances
sod dead noimals, the depris of a broken army, and Geo.
Sturgis, two wiles abead at Siubbs’, said that be did not
eXpeck to save auy sitillery, wogons or supplies, and or
dered sll to move forward except the second eavals
brigade, dirvetivg Col Winsivw to halt at Stubbs’ untal als
the sry bad moved past, aod then take the rear of the
column s far as Kipley, sayiog that al that point or just
beyond bs wiuld reorgauize.

At 24 'clock A. M. of tha 11th iustant, Col, Winslow,
supposing Lhe army sil pest moved bis brigade slowly in
the direciion of Ripley; bul vearing tuat a portiou ol the
brigads which pro‘ected the rear the previous night was
ye: bebind, the envalry was halted st & creek east of
Hipley, nud waited fur the iofautry to oowe up aod paes
Here, no the infentry moved paet, the enemy wade a vigor
one attack upon the rear guard, which was galinotly met
by the Third and Fourth luwa cavalry. i
‘I lis column then moved slowly wward Ripley, at which
place it wus ficrcaly aitacked by the enemy in the rear,
while the roads north and scath of the town wers vecupind
in tures. Here sgain the Trird and Fourth Iowa eavalry
deployed, manoeuvring by squadions aod baitalious, meet-
ing the foe with volley for volley, and seuding the bullets
back into their ranks with a fierceness aud rapidity more
than equal to their own.

The colered brigade was sgsin pushed into actiou, but
after firing a few volleys without ehrching the rebel ad-
vanre, it retrea ed down the Salem road.

The eolumn was then moved out o! Ripley, end the 34
and 4th Yown sgain tock the resr, fighting severely for sev-
eial bours, ! wenty miles (row Collieravitle, the recond
brigade being out of awmuuition, was relieved by the Se-
end New Jersey, and at uive o'clock A. M. of the 12th
inatant, baving warched seventy five miles in filty two

od ; Gea, Griercon of cavalry, first br gade, unier Col |

OFFICIAL NEWS FROM GEN. HUNTER.

SUCCESS OF HIS EXPEDITION.

The Becretary.of War has msds publie th» following
despatoh from Geu Husrem, rescived st the Woer De.
partment yesterdsy afteruvon ; :

* HEADQUARTERS DyPARTVENT W Vinarsia.
“ Loup Creck, r.ear Gauley, June 28, 1864

“1 have the howor to teport tohat cur rXpeditiin bay
been extremely sucoessul, i fi eting great it jury vpon the
enewy snd victorious in every engagewent,

“ Runuiog short of amwuni ion, aod finding it impossibla
to collest supplies while in the presence of 80 snemy be-
lieved to be superior 1o our foree fn numbere snd eon-
stantly receiving reinforcements from Rickwond and other
.poinu, I deemed it best to withdruw, and have saccesded
in duing to, without sericus loss, to this point, whers we
bave wet abundant suppliss of frod and forage.

“A getxi!od report of our operations will b forwarded
immediately. The oommand isin exeellent heart aod

hfnlth. aud ready after & few days' rest for service in any
direction."

THE WAR IN GEORGIA.
UNSUCCESSFUL ATT—A_éK BY THE ENEMY,

A despateh from Gen. Shermen's headquarters, dated
00 Tuesday evening, the 21st instant, communicates the
following intelligence :

¢ ‘ It has rained almost ineeasantly, in spite of which our
linea have been pressed forward steadily, and an important
position guined by Gen. Howard. The enemy mads &
desperate attempt to retake the posltion last night, malkii g
seven distinet assaults on Gen. Whittaker's brigade, of
Gen. Btanley's division, and losing not less than seven or
eight huodred men. Two bundred killed were loft on
Whittsker's front. The assault was followed by a beavy
fire of artillery, under which the position was fortified and
is now eafe.  Our cavalry is across Noonday creek ou our
left, aud one brigade of the Twenty-third Corps is scross
Monens creek on the right; but the rebel left is behind a
swamp, sud the reins prevent any advance. The fighting
is quite severe at all points. The enemy are resistiog
stubboroly, sod attemptiog the offuusive whenever they
oan. '

— e

UNSBUCCESSFUL ATTACK ON THE ENEMY'S
WORKS AT KENESAW—HEAVY LOSS.

A despatch from Gen. Sherman, received on Tuesday
aifhe War Department, reports that on Mondey, the 27th
instaot, an unsuceessful attack was made by our forces on
the enemy’s positions, which resulted in a loss to us of
between two snd three thousand. The following particu-
lars are given :

* Pureuant to my orders of the 24:h, a diversion was
made on each flack of the enemy, especislly down the
Band-town rond. AtB8 A M. McPherson attacked at the
southwest end of Kenesaw, and Thomas at & poiut abouta
mile further south at the same time. The skirmishers and
arfillery along the whole line kept up a sharp fire. Neither

attack suoceeded, though both columns reached the enemy’s

works, which are very strong. McPberson reports bis
loss about five hundred, and Thomss sbout two thousand.
The loss is particularly heavy in General and field cfficers
Gen. Harker is reported mortally wounded ; also, Col.
Dan. McCook, commeanding a brigade; Col. Ries, 57th
Ohio, very seriously, Cols. Baruball, 40:h Illiuuis, and
Augustine, 55th 1llinois, are killed. MePherson took a
huodred prisooers, and [homas sbout as msay, but I do

wounded, or captured, was west of the bridge retreating | "0t sUppose we inflicted heavy loss on the enemy, as he
in cisorder, the first brigade of cavalry tsking the sdvance | kept close bebind his parapets.”

— i —

IMPORTANT FROM NORTH CAROLINA.

Foarress Moxror, Jusk 24.—News (rom the expedi-
tion under the commaud of Gen. I. N. Palmer, which left

Newbern some days sioce, has been received. 'l he com-
wand ¢ neisted of iufsotry, cavalry, aud srtillery, nod wae
sent out to penetrate into the ot rier of Norib Carolios,
and to desiroy the Wilmington and Weldun railroal, us
well e other Governwent property  I'ne most unlooked
fur sucesss attended treir eéfforte. The comwsud went ns
far an Kingston. [ probably this ehould be Goldsboro,] de-
stroyed the railroad sud an immens~ quaniity of Govern-
meat alores, oapturad o largs numbar o1 pii-ouers, aod -
fl:cted great damasge upon toe rebl canss, and refucusd n
safety. They found the whole co opletaly siripped o white
male inhabitante, there being ouly a swai guard left to pro-
tect the ralroat, who were easily eip urrd  Tbe full par-
ticulars have not yet beeu receivad — H rafd

LATER FROM GEN. SHEKMAAN.

Intelligence from Gen. Suerman dowa to Tuesday afters
poou represents that the returu of wissing weu bad, up to
that time, reduced his losses in the notion of Munday 10
two thousand men, instead of twenty-five hundred, as be
reported on the day of the fight. He was holdivg all the
ground sod poritivus be hsd gained in the courss of the
action. Though noy sucecssiul 1o oarryirg the woiks be
assaulted, tue positious and ground hs gaiwed aod bolds are
of importance to the future progress of bis operstions.
——

RAID3 IN THE KEAR OF SHERMAN'S ARMY.

On Saturday morviog Isst the rebel Geu. Wharton,
with twenty-five bundred wen, made & raid on Sherman’s
rear, and interrupted, fur the time, his communications
Five (reight traios loaded with arwy supplies were cup
tured between Rivggold and Dalteo, and destroyed. The
rebzl cavalry are very active, and cecasionally meet with

success. Their chief aim appears to be to raid on the
tions of our arwy. Abouts we-k ago Unpi.

b ur=—men without rest and borses withoub fursge—the
remrant of the army ariived at Colliersville, The first
eavalry brigads bad esved ite howilzers. The sesond had
waved all its artillery, smbulances, and wounded, and se-
companyirg the eavalry we'e a few wfantry mounted on
mues, horses, &o., atd a few who had marched from the
battle-field on oot.
Hers Gen. Sturgis seid we would rest umiil the next
morning. and collect stragglers, aud, as a reinforcement of
two thoussnd fresh inln try met us there, we were not
attacked. [ do not wee why it was vol doue, but at derk
the tired troope were marched reventeen miles to While
Station, where they arrived at dayhight the naxt morning.
Here Gen Bturgis ordered adetsilof his exhausted cavalry
to procecd back to C liersville and cover some stragglers
reported to have arrived there
Our loas in this batile was probsbly one thousand killed
and wounded, most of the wounded falling into the enemy’s
bande, ainaennruu of ariillery, two hundred wagoos,
and fif'een hundred prisouers. After the sbasdonment of
the traine most of the infantry was out of smmunition, and
the cavairy had but a few roucds left with po scurce of sup
ply. Allof the troops under my persoual obeervation fought
with valor snd deterunoation worthy of more glorioud re
sults, and niter the entire army was defested and runniog
back, the men were oool and collected, marebiog without
organization to be sure, but without panic.
iittle judgment upon the part of tha eommander of

our foree wonld, in the opinion of all miitary men present
at the retreat, have saved our artillery snd trains, and I am
satiefied that with a sopply of smmunition the recond bri.

ade of eavalry, which stood so stanchly when all alss was

emorslized, could have protected the van. A rally of tre
entire foree could, I think bave been made within four
miles of the battle field, cnabling us to bring off the greater
portion of cur srtillery sod train, and saviog from capture
tundreds of our extiausted men.

THE DAHLGREN ORDERS.

Our reasders will remember that we some time since
stated the fact that we had received from London a phoio-
graphie oopy of the * ordera™ alleged to have been feund
on the person of Col. Dablgren, for the destruction of
Richmond acd the massaere of Jefferson Davis and his
Cabinet. This eopy bas been submitted by us to the vear-
est friends and relatives of the gallant young soldier, to
blacken whoee memory it has been published to the world
under the suspices of the Confedernte sathorities ; and we
are glad, without being surprised, to learn from them that
the'™ orders” are not in the handwriting of Col. Dahlgren,
that the sigosture of those orders is not his signature, and
that the whole document, as it appears in the ** sutho-
rized" London reproduction, ia a bold and bareface! for-
gery, Inckiog even the semblance of authentioity in the
eyes of thote who are familiar with the ebirogeaphy, to

say nothiog of the eharacter of Col. Ulrie D st lgren.
N. V. Commercial Advertiser.

" Rix persons bave within a few montha paet eommitt d
su'cide in consequence of their loases at the gaming tables
4 at Hamburg.

Ghover made & dash at the railcoad five miles (rowm Hesaca,
and succeeded in enpturmng acd destroying two trais
loaded with provisions.

Sherman feels secuce in his position, and bis lizes ara
steaiily advaucing. Fighting oocurs every day. Tho boom
of esnnon and the rattie of muketry are heard in the early
dawn, sod the thuodering echoos and bright flasbes make
graud the twilight bour. The rebeis hoid their siroogly
forufied position on the Chbattahoochie niver. Shermaa
will take Atianta by s dextronaly exscuted fank move-
meat. .

We learn from a geotlewan just arrived from the front,

whose connection with the army affurds every facility to
learn of its movomenis, the above fscta. Ha was 1o At-
lanta one week ago, and states that the citizens of tbat
pinco feel ivs ‘ours, nod are myvisg furthor south.  The
Governor of Georgia is becowiog sensitive in regard to
the invasion of the State. Ha ia out with a pruelamation
in the Ailanta papers, warning the Confederate auihoritics,
sid Joe Johostoo in particular, net to sttempt to destroy
Atlsnta or the rail s extendiog from the city. He says
that they are the property of the State, aud he will use
every means in his power to preserve them for the State.
If necessary, he will call out the milits, and recall the
Georgin troops in the Coufederate service, to sid him in
eufuiciag bis proclamation. This sounds wuch like ** bua-
combe,” and we presume it will be »o regarded by toe
Coufederate authoritios,
Uur informant says that il Jobnaton is driven from the
Chattahoochie he will not attempt to make a stand this
sids of Atlants, or even ab the ecity. Cedar Biafl, nioe
miles below the town, has been strongly fortified, sod is
oonsidered impregnable. Jobnston will at onee retreat to
this position it foroed from bis present stand, aad will thers
offer battle. The Bluff ean never be taken by asssult. It
will require a long aud tedious siege to off ot its dowafall.
: | Lowisville Journal.

RUNKING THE BLOCKADE.

The Bermuda Royal Gagette, a fils of which to the 14th
lnstant has been received, racords the receot arrival at that
place of various steamers, with val uable cargoes, from Wil
mington, North Carolina. _ ‘

On the 4th, steamer Lynx, Capt. Reid, arrived from Wil

i . 0.) with 621 bales cotton.
mlzilutl:::-(ﬁb}' tga ateamer Index, Uspt. Marshall, arrived
with B03 balea cotton and 205 boxes tobsoco. _

Ou the Sib, steamar Atalaots. Capt Howe, arrived from
same poit, with 536 bales outton, 155 hall tieroes and 527
buz)a: :::';Jt:‘.l.nu-mor Celestin, Capt. Usioa, arrived from

same port, with 504 bales eotton and a quaatity of tur-

P“:,l?:m;i::- 11th, steamer City of Petersburg arrived from

acmab poct, with 510 bales cotton aud & quanti'y of tobseco

I'ng ADVANCE IN GULD —Various opinicns are enter
tained sn Lo the cuuses of (he sudden advances i gold,
whieh is reported W have touched 230, thuugd the speoie
brokers cnly psy 210 tor small sums walon sre «ifsred,
Sowe sitil ube the advance to Presidegs Lonooin's visit o

Geo. Giast, whioh is certaiuly very inopporiuue,
. Em- Jowrnal, June 23d.




